FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
Jesus Is Tempted by the Devil
March 5 & 6, 2022
AS WE GATHER
The First Sunday in Lent begins with the temptation of Jesus. Alone in the
wilderness, Jesus faces the temptations of the devil, who tries to use God’s own
Word to entrap Jesus. The collect reminds us that we are also walking through
the wilderness of this world, taunted and tempted by the devil, who still uses
God’s Word to entrap us. Jesus does not simply show us how to resist but
reveals that our strength lies in the same Word of God. In Christ, we stand
strong against the wiles of the devil and, when and if we fall, we find refuge in
Christ to be forgiven and restored.
PRAYER
O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You in spirit and
in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the preaching of Your Word so that
we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and
holiness. Hear us for His sake.
CHRISTIAN QUESTIONS WITH THEIR ANSWERS
After confession and instruction in the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, the pastor may ask, or Christians may ask
themselves these questions:
1. Do you believe that you are a sinner?
Yes, I believe it. I am a sinner.
2. How do you know this?
From the Ten Commandments, which I have not kept.
3. Are you sorry for your sins?
Yes, I am sorry that I have sinned against God.
4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?
His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Romans 6:21, 23.
5. Do you hope to be saved?
Yes, that is my hope.
6. In whom then do you trust?
In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.
7. Who is Christ?
The Son of God, true God and man.
8. How many Gods are there?
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Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?
He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.
10. Did the Father also die for you?
He did not. The Father is God only, as is the Holy Spirit; but the Son is both true God and true
man. He died for me and shed His blood for me.
11. How do you know this?
From the Holy Gospel, from the words instituting the Sacrament, and by His body and blood
given me as a pledge in the Sacrament.
12. What are the Words of Institution?
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this
cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
13. Do you believe, then, that the true body and blood of Christ are in the Sacrament?
Yes, I believe it.
14. What convinces you to believe this?
The word of Christ: Take, eat, this is My body; drink of it, all of you, this is My blood.
15. What should we do when we eat His body and drink His blood, and in this way receive His
pledge?
We should remember and proclaim His death and the shedding of His blood, as He taught us:
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.
16. Why should we remember and proclaim His death?
First, so we may learn to believe that no creature could make satisfaction for our sins. Only
Christ, true God and man, could do that. Second, so we may learn to be horrified by our sins, and
to regard them as very serious. Third, so we may find joy and comfort in Christ alone, and
through faith in Him be saved.
17. What motivated Christ to die and make full payment for your sins?
His great love for His Father and for me and other sinners, as it is written in John 14; Romans 5;
Galatians 2; and Ephesians 5.
18. Finally, why do you wish to go to the Sacrament?
That I may learn to believe that Christ, out of great love, died for my sin, and also learn from
Him to love God and my neighbor.
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19. What should admonish and encourage a Christian to receive the Sacrament frequently?
First, both the command and the promise of Christ the Lord. Second, his own pressing need,
because of which the command, encouragement, and promise are given.
20. But what should you do if you are not aware of this need and have no hunger and thirst for
the Sacrament?
To such a person no better advice can be given than this: first, he should touch his body to see if
he still has flesh and blood. Then he should believe what the Scriptures say of it in Galatians 5
and Romans 7. Second, he should look around to see whether he is still in the world, and
remember that there will be no lack of sin and trouble, as the Scriptures say in John 15–16 and in
1 John 2 and 5. Third, he will certainly have the devil also around him, who with his lying and
murdering day and night will let him have no peace, within or without, as the Scriptures picture
him in John 8 and 16; 1 Peter 5; Ephesians 6; and 2 Timothy 2.
NOTE
These questions and answers are no child’s play, but are drawn up with great earnestness of
purpose by the venerable and devout Dr. Luther for both young and old. Let each one pay
attention and consider it a serious matter; for St. Paul writes to the Galatians in chapter six: “Do
not be deceived: God cannot be mocked.”
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +
OPENING HYMN LSB 656 “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD”
1
A mighty fortress is our God,
A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need
That hath us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe
Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.
2

With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is,
Of Sabaoth Lord,
And there’s none other God;
He holds the field forever.

3

Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill;
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They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none.
He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.
4

The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone,
Our vict’ry has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.

Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546
Text: Public domain

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you
all your sins.
Amen.

C
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
INTROIT Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16
P
C
P
C
P
C

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.

P

You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.

KYRIE LSB 152
A In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.
COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the
promised land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk
through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus
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Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Deuteronomy 26:1–11
1
“When you come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance and
have taken possession of it and live in it, 2you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from your land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall
put it in a basket, and you shall go to the place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his
name to dwell there. 3And you shall go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to him,
‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our
fathers to give us.’ 4Then the priest shall take the basket from your hand and set it down before
the altar of the LORD your God.
5
“And you shall make response before the LORD your God, ‘A wandering Aramean was my
father. And he went down into Egypt and sojourned there, few in number, and there he became a
nation, great, mighty, and populous. 6And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliated us and
laid on us hard labor. 7Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathers, and the LORD heard
our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8And the LORD brought us out of
Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great deeds of terror, with signs and
wonders. 9And he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and
honey. 10And behold, now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground, which you, O LORD, have
given me.’ And you shall set it down before the LORD your God and worship before the LORD
your God. 11And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD your God has given to you and to
your house, you, and the Levite, and the sojourner who is among you.”
A

This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 91:1–13; antiphon: v. 1
P
C
P

1

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
2
I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
3

C

For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence.
4
He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.

P
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P

You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
6
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.
7

A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.

6

C

8

P

9

You will only look with your eyes
and see the recompense of the wicked.

Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
10
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.

C
P

11

For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
12
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.

C
P

13

You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.

EPISTLE Romans 10:8b–13
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we
proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone
who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
A

This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (LENT) LSB 157
C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 4:1–13
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness 2for forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing during those days.
And when they were ended, he was hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become bread.” 4And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not
live by bread alone.’” 5And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
in a moment of time, 6and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it
has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7If you, then, will worship me, it will all
be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is written,
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God,
and him only shall you serve.’”
And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you
are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10for it is written,
9

7

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,
to guard you,’
11

and
“‘On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”

And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 13And
when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.
12

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE DAY LSB 571 “ GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE”
1
God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,
That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.
2

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3

God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4

Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,
Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5

If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

D6

Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessèd Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Text: Public domain

PRAYER
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power and peace to
convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come to saving faith. May Your
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Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as
You have promised, Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
SERMON “Out of Fatherly Divine Goodness and Mercy” Romans 10:8b–13
Introduction:
In the traditional confession of sins, we say, “I, a poor miserable sinner, confess unto thee all
may sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended Thee and justly deserve Thy temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them. And I
pray Thee for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter, suffering and death of Thy beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be mercifully and gracious to me, a poor sinful being.”
In these words lies a very important tradition and teaching within the Lutheran church. We do
not rely on anything we do to move God to forgive us. We rely solely on the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ and the promise of God to move Him to forgive us our sins. Even in
saying this, we still look to ourselves for our salvation.
I. Through Christ
This is why we also confess this, “Purely out of Fatherly divine goodness and mercy without any
merit or worthiness within me.” We take no credit for our salvation. It is purely based on Jesus
Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension. He gets the glory and honor. And this is what
we confess. This is what we believe.
And we take no credited for believing this. We confess, “I cannot by my own reason or strength
believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the
gospel, enlightened me with His gifts and sanctified and kept me in the one true faith.” Here
again, we do not rely on ourselves to believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
We are sorely tempted to believe it is we ourselves who decided to believe. Faith dwells in the
heart. It dwells within us. So, we are tempted to make the conclusion that we created this faith.
It is the temptation for many who no longer hear the Word of God or receive the Sacrament of
the Altar. They are tempted to think, “I know Christ died and rose for me and therefore I am
forgiven of my sin.” I want to reassure them that this is true. But also to warn them that this is
because the Word is near them.
II. Through His Word
We have no power of our own to keep ourselves in faith. Faith comes through the hearing of the
Word. As our text points out, His Word is near us. It is in our hearts. He put it there. He will
work to keep it there.
This faith is under attack by our sinful flesh which takes it for granted thinking it has
accomplished this great feat. It is under attack by this sinful world which rejects much of what
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is taught as being the means of grace as if it is up to each individual to work this out on their
own. It is under attack by Satan when he whispers his lies, “It is not important what you believe
as long as you are a good person.”
All these attacks undermine the certainty of our salvation. We are constantly tempted to look to
ourselves for the assurance of our salvation. Here we find no peace and no assurance.
But, our Father in heaven wants us to be certain that our sins are forgiven and that He has given
us life and salvation through His Son Jesus Christ. By the power of the Holy Spirit, He fills our
hearts with the peace and comfort that comes from knowing that Jesus has paid for our sins and
has secured everlasting life for us. He fills our lips with words that praise and give glory to
Christ for what He has done. He wants us to be certain that this cannot happen within us unless
the Word is near and in our hearts, which it is.
Conclusion:
And to put an exclamation mark to this all, He reveals that salvation comes to all people in the
same manner. There is no difference. The Jews are not saved in a different manner. The
Gentiles are not saved in a different manner. The different genders are not saved in a different
manner. Salvation is not based on race or gender, but it is based on creed. All who are saved
believe in their hearts Christ died for them and with their mouths confess Him to be the Savior.
T AMEN T
PRAYER
O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. We
implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever
mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and daily
increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a godly life.
Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps until
we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.
NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
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who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ and for all people according to their
needs.

C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For the Church, the people of God led from slavery in the wilderness of death to freedom
and life through the forgiveness of sin; for boldness to proclaim this saving Gospel to all
those still captive; and for strength in the face of temptation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For all pastors and church workers, that they be kept in holiness, and for those who receive
their ministry that they be brought to faith and sustained in hope, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For courage in the face of temptation, strength in time of test, and hope in the face of
despair that nothing may cause our faith to waver from our confidence in Christ, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For blessing upon the government and institutions of our land, for the light of God’s Word
to shine in the wilderness of unbelief, and for peace in our nation and among the nations of
the world, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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P
C
P
C

For the sick and those who suffer any need of body, mind, or soul, that God grant them
healing according to His will and strength to endure their afflictions, [especially . . .], let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For hearts fully prepared through repentance and faith to receive the gifts of the Lord’s
body and blood and for the will to show forth in our lives the fruits of this blessed
communion, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Additional petitions may be inserted here.
P
C

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy, through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN LSB 788 “FORGIVE US, LORD, FOR SHALLOW THANKFULNESS” sts.
1, 5–6

1

Forgive us, Lord, for shallow thankfulness,
For dull content with warmth and sheltered care,
For songs of praise for food and harvest press,
While of Your richer gifts we’re unaware:

5

Forgive us, Lord, for feast that knows not fast,
For joy in things that meanwhile starve the soul,
For walls and wars that hide Your mercies vast
And blur our vision of the Kingdom goal:

6

Open our eyes to see Your love’s intent,
To know with minds and hearts its depth and height;
May thankfulness be days in service spent,
Reflection of Christ’s life and love and light.

Text: William Watkins Reid, Sr., 1890–1983, alt.
Text: © 1965, renewed 1993 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110001507

OFFERTORY LSB 159
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
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hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
HYMN LSB 746 “THROUGH JESUS’ BLOOD AND MERIT”
1
Through Jesus’ blood and merit
I am at peace with God.
What, then, can daunt my spirit,
However dark my road?
My courage shall not fail me,
For God is on my side;
Though hell itself assail me,
Its rage I may deride.
2

There’s nothing that can sever
From this great love of God;
No want, no pain whatever,
No famine, peril, flood.
Though thousand foes surround me,
For slaughter mark His sheep,
They never shall confound me,
The vict’ry I shall reap.

3

For neither life’s temptation
Nor death’s most trying hour
Nor angels of high station
Nor any other pow’r
Nor things that now are present
Nor things that are to come
Nor height, however pleasant,
Nor darkest depths of gloom

4

Nor any creature ever
Shall from the love of God
This ransomed sinner sever;
For in my Savior’s blood

13

This love has its foundation;
God hears my faithful prayer
And long before creation
Named me His child and heir.
Text: Simon Dach, 1605–59; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: Public domain

LSB 544 “O LOVE, HOW DEEP”
1
O love, how deep, how broad, how high,
Beyond all thought and fantasy,
That God, the Son of God, should take
Our mortal form for mortals’ sake!
2

He sent no angel to our race,
Of higher or of lower place,
But wore the robe of human frame,
And to this world Himself He came.

3

For us baptized, for us He bore
His holy fast and hungered sore;
For us temptation sharp He knew;
For us the tempter overthrew.

4

For us He prayed; for us He taught;
For us His daily works He wrought,
By words and signs and actions thus
Still seeking not Himself but us.

5

For us by wickedness betrayed,
For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,
He bore the shameful cross and death;
For us He gave His dying breath.

6

For us He rose from death again;
For us He went on high to reign;
For us He sent His Spirit here
To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.

D7

All glory to our Lord and God
For love so deep, so high, so broad;
The Trinity whom we adore
Forever and forevermore.

Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt.
Text: Public domain

HYMN LSB 521 “CHRIST, THE LORD OF HOSTS, UNSHAKEN”
1
Christ, the Lord of hosts, unshaken
By the devil’s seething rage,

14

Thwarts the plan of Satan’s minions;
Wins the strife from age to age;
Conquers sin and death forever;
Slams them in their steely cage.
2

Michael fought the heav’nly battle,
Godly angels by his side;
Warred against the ancient serpent,
Foiled the beast, so full of pride,
Cast him earthbound with his angels;
Now he prowls, unsatisfied.

3

Long on earth the battle rages,
Since the serpent’s first deceit;
Twisted God’s command to Adam,
Made forbidden fruit look sweet.
Then the curse of God was spoken:
“You’ll lie crushed beneath His feet!”

4

Jesus came, this word fulfilling,
Trampled Satan, death defied;
Bore the brunt of our temptation,
On the wretched tree He died.
Yet to life was raised victorious;
By His life our life supplied.

5

Swift as lightning falls the tyrant
From his heav’nly perch on high,
As the word of Jesus’ vict’ry
Floods the earth and fills the sky.
Wounded by a wound eternal
Now his judgment has drawn nigh!

6

Jesus, send Your angel legions
When the foe would us enslave.
Hold us fast when sin assaults us;
Come, then, Lord, Your people save.
Overthrow at last the dragon;
Send him to his fiery grave.

Text: Peter M. Prange, 1972
Text: © Peter M. Prange. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001507

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 165
C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry
people:
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
BENEDICTION LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
HYMN OF DEPARTURE LSB 418 “O LORD, THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS”
1
O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.
2

You strove with Satan, and You won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.

3

Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God’s love.

4

Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.

Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001507

PRAYER
Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your presence and received both
forgiveness for our many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit eternal salvation; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
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