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From the Pastor
Grace, mercy and peace to you all from God our Father through Jesus Christ our Lord and
Savior.
I pray that you all are well and safe. With the COVID vaccine now being administered, our
attendance is increasing. If you have not yet gathered with us for worship, let me know when you
will and are able to return.
I am including activities and learning suggestions for you and your children of all ages.
this will deepen your appreciation and understand of the Divine Service.

I hope

For younger children
Word Search: Shepherd/Sheep
[Underline or highlight this word or phrase throughout the Divine Service]
A Sunday School lesson can be found at our website: www.trinitylutherantaylorville.org
5th graders and older: Mark the service with directional arrows [ ] as to show what direction
the interaction between God, us and with each other is taking place. Use these symbols to
indicate our posture during the service - standing in respect;
- kneeling to receive a
blessing or show respect;
- humbly sitting to receive from the Lord].
The coloring page can be saved in Paint 3D for your children and you to color on the computer
screen.
Also, have those who can read, answer the questions found throughout the Divine Service. They
can highlight or underline the answers usually found above the questions.

For older children especially those who are in or have in the past studied Luther’s Small
Catechism
Where is this found in the Luther’s Small Catechism? Put LSC in the margin and the section
[Ten Commandments, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Office of the Keys, or the Lord’s Supper]
of the catechism where this teaching can be found. [ex: LSC-Baptism]
A Bible Study on one of the lessons can be found at our website:
www.trinitylutherantaylorville.org
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Adults/parents
You may find this helpful to do the above also, even the drawing and coloring.
For the youngest of your children, draw a cross or a picture, if your talent so allows, anywhere in
the Divine Service and let your little ones color them.
Another excise you can do is to journal your thoughts on the Word and the following service.
Each day read through a section and journal your thoughts and/or insights you may have. If you
know to insert and use “Text Box” that is a good way to do it. You may also go to
“References” and use “Foot Note” to record your thoughts or insight.
Contact the church office to register or if you have any questions.
God bless, keep and increase your faith in Christ as you now read, mark and inwardly digest His
Word.
WORSHIP FOLDER
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Our Good Shepherd
April 24 & 25, 2021
As We Gather
Of all the animals that could have been used to portray humanity, does it
feel strange to be called a sheep? After all, it is not the most honorable
creature. There are no defense mechanisms to escape a predator, no
intimidating roar, and limited ability to fend for one’s self when it comes
to seeking nourishment, water, and safety. Yet these things reveal the
point we are called to understand. It may not be good to be a sheep on our
own, but it is great to be a sheep with a Good Shepherd to care for the
flock. Jesus is our perfect shepherd who protects and defends, feeds and nourishes, leads and
provides all we need in this body and life. Together as His flock, we are blessed to follow Him as
by His Word and Means of Grace He leads us to streams of living water and paths of
righteousness for His name’s sake.
Order of Divine Service I LSB 151
Opening Sentences 1 John 3:16a, 24; John 10:11, adapted
P Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P By this we know love,
C that He laid down His life for us.
P “I am the good shepherd,” says the Lord.
C The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
P Whoever keeps His commandments abides in God, and God in him.
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C
us

And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given

Opening Hymn “ I Am Jesus' Little Lamb” LSB 740
1
I am Jesus’ little lamb,
Ever glad at heart I am;
For my Shepherd gently guides me,
Knows my need and well provides me,
Loves me ev’ry day the same,
Even calls me by my name.
2

Day by day, at home, away,
Jesus is my staff and stay.
When I hunger, Jesus feeds me,
Into pleasant pastures leads me;
When I thirst, He bids me go
Where the quiet waters flow.

3

Who so happy as I am,
Even now the Shepherd’s lamb?
And when my short life is ended,
By His angel host attended,
He shall fold me to His breast,
There within His arms to rest.

Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We
have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
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in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
P

C

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Because Jesus, the Good Shepherd, laid down His
life for us, His sheep, He is able to do what for us?

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
Introit
P
C

P

I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.
The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
I am the good shepherd.
I know my own and my own know me, and I lay down my life for the sheep.
Underline all that the Good Shepherd does for us.

Kyrie LSB 152
A In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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C
A
C
A
C
A
C

Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This Is the Feast LSB 155
C This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be
people of God.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray. Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the
Shepherd of Your sheep,
C grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads;
P through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Who helps us to know the voice of the Good
Shepherd?

First Reading Acts 4:1–12
1
As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the Sadducees
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came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the
next day, for it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word believed, and
the number of the men came to about five thousand. 5On the next day their rulers and elders and
scribes gathered together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John and
Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when they had set them in the
midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today
concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 10let it
be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing
before you well. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has
become the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
L
This is the Word of the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.
Who did Peter say healed the lame man?

Psalm 23 (KJV)
C The LORD is my shepherd;
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
He leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me;
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:
Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. Amen.
Once again, underline all that the Good Shepherd
does for us?
Epistle 1 John 3:16–24
16
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his
heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or
talk but in deed and in truth. 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our
heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he
knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God;
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22

and whatever we ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what
pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments abides
in him, and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has
given us.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Who abides in us so that we can abide in Him?

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
C Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.
Holy Gospel John 10:11–18
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
11
[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He
who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is
a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for
the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves
me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it
down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.
This charge I have received from my Father.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Who is the Good Shepherd?

Highlight all the words and phrases that describes
the work of the Good Shepherd.
Hymn of the Day “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” LSB 709
1
The King of love my shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.
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2

Where streams of living water flow,
My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow,
With food celestial feedeth.

3

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid
And home rejoicing brought me.

4

In death’s dark vale I fear no ill
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight
From Thy pure chalice floweth!

6

And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within Thy house forever!

Public domain

Sermon “The Good that the Good Shepherd Does” John 10:11–18
Introduction:
He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while he lives, I'll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King!

[V. 6 of “I Know that My Redeemer Lives”]

Prophet, Priest and King, these are not mere titles that Jesus carries. They are offices that He
fills. They describe the work Christ did on earth and still does in heaven and on earth today.
His work as a prophet is to see to it that word of God goes out to everyone on earth. His work
as a priest is that He stands before the Father and intercedes for us recalling the sacrifice He made
to pay for our sins. And as King, He works to guard and protect the Children of God as they
live, work and serve Him and others in this fallen world.
There is another title that He carries. He is the Good Shepherd. And on this good Shepherd
Sunday, we will look the work that this title, Good Shepherd, describes.
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I. He knows His sheep
We may all be familiar with the 23rd Psalm, “The Lord is My Shepherd.” It describes the work
of the Good Shepherd as He takes care of His sheep. You can apply this Psalm to everyday life.
It is not only a Psalm of comfort at the time of grief and death. It can be applied to family life,
marriage, work, school and every aspect or event in our lives. Try this when you have
opportunity to study the Good Shepherd Psalm. Ask yourself, “How does this apply to me
today at work, at home and at play?”
For today, we look at the work of the Good Shepherd as Christ described Himself to His
disciples.
Christ describes Himself as the Good Shepherd by saying, “The Good Shepherd knows His
sheep.” This is a deep personal knowledge of us. He not only knows when we get up and
when we lie down. He knows our name, our history and our personal thoughts and needs. We
are not just one person in the makeup of the Church. We are not just a face in the crowd. He
knows us personally and we know Him.
He has revealed Himself to us. He has revealed to us His great love for us. He has revealed
to us that He is the Son of God. He is God and cares deeply for us. He desires to have back
in the family of God. He knows our needs and will supply. He will not be frightened away
by anything or anyone. He will stand steadfast with us, never departing from us or forsaking
us.
II. He laid down His life for the sheep
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus describes that He would lay down His life for the sheep. Not only
lay it down but raise it up again. He does this as the Good Shepherd who dies to protect His
sheep. He would do whatever is needed to keep His sheep alive and well.
So, since sin brought death into the world and this death is the wages of sin, Jesus takes on death.
He dies the death required of the sinner in order to pay for their sins. He takes on death and
puts Himself to death as an atoning sacrifice for the sin of the world. He sacrifices Himself so
that you and I, the sheep, can live on in the pastures He has provided for us.
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus rose again. He took up His life from the grave. It could not hold
Him. Death has no power over Jesus. He lives. He lives who once was dead. He lives
my ever living Head. He lives now to continue to be our Good Shepherd today, tomorrow and
forever.
Conclusion:
He is the Good Shepherd and He has other sheep to bring into the fold. So, through His Word
He gathers more and more. The Good Shepherd is our Prophet. He sees to it that His Word
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goes out with this following assurance to us who carry the Word. There will be those who will
listen. They will learn the voice of the Good Shepherd and will follow.
This Good Shepherd is our Prophet, Priest and King. All these offices, all these job
descriptions, all the work that God put in to bring us our salvation is wrapped up in one person,
the person of Christ. He alone is our Savior. He alone is our Lord and King. He alone is
our Priest, the mediator between the Father and us. He alone is our Prophet, the Word made
flesh. He alone is our Good Shepherd. To Him be all glory, honor and praise.
T AMEN T
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.
You are the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for us out of love. Help us to
hear Your voice, follow where You lead, and receive what You provide through
Your grace and mercy; let us pray to the Lord.
C Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
P

C
P

C
P

C
P

C
P
C

For the times we fear our enemies and the powers against us, remind us that we
belong to You and no one can snatch us from Your hand. We bring before the Lord
the part of Your flock here in this place and others whom we love in their time of
need, [especially . . .]. Carry them as lambs in a shepherd’s arms through the difficult
paths ahead. Give all wisdom to know the faithful path we are to take, and shepherd
us through every trial, trouble, and temptation; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
Give us courage that we not live in captivity to our fears; guide those who lead us in
this and every land; provide peace, justice, and freedom for people everywhere. In
our busy days, give us time to reflect upon the goodness of God and to experience
joy in the security and peace You provide us, that we find contentment and peace in
You; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
Protect and defend the members of our armed forces and the public workers who
keep our communities safe. Defend us from our enemies, and teach us to rely on
Your provision, the true protector of us all; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
That we do not forget those in need but share with all the Lord has entrusted to us
and to display the kind of love shown and known that has no end; let us pray to the
Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy.
That we recall the saints of old, who put their trust in the Lord, that we also be found
faithful when He returns in glory; let us pray to the Lord.
Good Shepherd and Lord, have mercy. Amen.

Offertory LSB 159
C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Hymns
“Be Still, My Soul”LSB 752
1
Be still, my soul; the Lord is on your side;
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
Leave to your God to order and provide;
In ev’ry change He faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul; your best, your heav’nly Friend
Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
2

Be still, my soul; your God will undertake
To guide the future as He has the past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still, my soul; the waves and winds still know
His voice who ruled them while He dwelt below.

3

Be still, my soul; though dearest friends depart
And all is darkened in this vale of tears;
Then you will better know His love, His heart,
Who comes to soothe your sorrows and your fears.
Be still, my soul; your Jesus can repay
From His own fullness all He takes away.

4

Be still, my soul; the hour is hast’ning on
When we shall be forever with the Lord,
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
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Be still, my soul; when change and tears are past,
All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last.
Public domain

“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love” LSB 900
1
Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Name all other names above,
Unto which must ev’ry knee
Bow in deep humility.
2

Jesus! Name decreed of old,
To the maiden mother told,
Kneeling in her lowly cell,
By the angel Gabriel.

3

Jesus! Name of priceless worth
To the fallen of the earth
For the promise that it gave,
“Jesus shall His people save.”

4

Jesus! Name of mercy mild,
Given to the holy Child
When the cup of human woe
First He tasted here below.

5

Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n
Under all the mighty heav’n
Whereby those to sin enslaved
Burst their fetters and are saved.

6

Jesus! Name of wondrous love,
Human name of God above;
Pleading only this, we flee
Helpless, O our God, to Thee.

Public domain

Thank the Lord LSB 164
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.
Benediction LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
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C

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn “ Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us” LSB 711
1
Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
Much we need Your tender care.
In Your pleasant pastures feed us,
For our use Your fold prepare.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have bought us; we are Yours.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have bought us; we are Yours.
2

We are Yours; in love befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way;
Keep Your flock, from sin defend us,
Seek us when we go astray.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Hear us children when we pray.

3

You have promised to receive us,
Poor and sinful though we be;
You have mercy to relieve us,
Grace to cleanse, and pow’r to free.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
Early let us turn to You.

4

Early let us seek Your favor,
Early let us do Your will;
Blessèd Lord and only Savior,
With Your love our spirits fill.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.
Blessèd Jesus, blessèd Jesus,
You have loved us, love us still.

Public domain
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